Saccular outpouchings of an ascending aortic aneurysm: transesophageal echocardiographic appearance.
The differential diagnosis of cavities in the ascending aorta includes pseudoaneurysms, intimal flaps, and abscesses. We describe the transesophageal echocardiographic and pathologic appearance of a fusiform ascending aortic aneurysm that contained atypical outpouchings that were initially confused with an intimal flap. Awareness of this unreported abnormality and its echocardiographic features will avoid the misdiagnosis of more serious aortic pathology such as acute aortic dissection or infective endocarditis.